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Keynote Speakers 
Toby Landau KC  

Toby Landau KC was called in 1993, and is also a member of the Bar of 
Singapore (the first QC/KC to be permanently called), New York, the BVI, 
and Northern Ireland, and registered in the DIFC. He practises in 
Singapore from Duxton Hill Chambers and in London as a sole 
practitioner (previously a member of Essex Court Chambers for 27 years). 
As Counsel, he specialises in international commercial, investor-State 
and inter-state arbitration. He is a member of the Panel of Advisors to the 
Attorney-General of Singapore. As Arbitrator, he hasextensive experience 
in commercial and investor-State disputes in multiple jurisdictions and is 

a member of the ICSID Panel. He is Vice President of the Singapore International Arbitration Centre 
(SIAC); Member of the Governing Board of ICCA; Fellow of the CIAr band Chartered Arbitrator; Vice-
Chairman of the Saudi Centre for Commercial Arbitration. He has previously been UK delegate to the 
UNCITRAL Working Group on Arbitration (1994- 2013); a Director and Court Member of the LCIA; and 
Visiting Professor at Kings College London. He was part of the drafting team for the English 
Arbitration Act 1996. He holds a first-class law degree and a first class BCL from Oxford University 
(Eldon Scholar), and an LL.M. from Harvard Law School (Kennedy Scholar). 
 

 
 

Cesar Pereira  
Cesar Pereira C.Arb FCIArb is the Ciarb President for 2026. He is a partner 
at Justen, Pereira, Oliveira & Talamini, Sao Paulo (Brazil), and co-head of 
his firm’s infrastructure and arbitration practices. He is a Chartered 
Arbitrator and Fellow of the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators – Ciarb and 
was the first chairperson of the Ciarb Brazil Branch (2019-2022). His work 
as counsel, arbitrator or legal expert focuses on infrastructure projects, 
regulated industries, public procurement, and international sales of goods 
(CISG), and he has authored or edited articles, book chapters and books in 
these fields. He holds a doctorate and a master’s degree in public law from 
PUC-SP, in Brazil, and has been a visiting scholar at Columbia University, 

University of Nottingham, and George Washington University. He is on the panel of arbitrators of 
major international arbitral institutions and regularly sits as an arbitrator or represents parties in 
international commercial arbitration in multiple jurisdictions. He is on the Board of Directors of the 
Vis East Moot Foundation (Hong Kong). He is a Fellow of the University of Nottingham’s Public 
Procurement Research Group (PPRG) and is on the editorial board of its Public Procurement Law 
Review – PPLR. In 2025, he was the rapporteur for the CISG Advisory Council Opinion no. 24 on the 
application of the CISG to government contracts. Since 2025, he is the President of the Court of the 
Arbitration of the Lusaka International Arbitration Centre, in Zambia. 
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Mohamed S. Abdel Wahab 
Prof. Dr. Mohamed S. Abdel Wahab is Founding Partner and Head of the 
International Arbitration, Construction and Energy Groups at Zulficar & 
Partners Law Firm, as well as Professor of International Arbitration, 
Private International Law, and English Contract Law at Cairo University. 
He is one of the world’s leading figures in international arbitration, 
construction law and ODR. He served as the 2025 Global President of the 
Ciarb, Chair of the ICC Governing Body for Dispute Resolution, Dean of the 
Africa Arbitration Academy, Member of the Governing Board of ICCA, 
Member of the Curatorium of the Hague Academy of International Law, 

and a Member of the Court of Arbitration of the PCA in The Hague. Prof. Dr. Abdel Wahab has been 
designated by the President of the World Bank Group, Mr. Ajay Banga, in his capacity as ex officio 
Chairman of the Administrative Council of the International Centre for Settlement of Investment 
Disputes (ICSID), to serve on the Panel of Arbitrators maintained by the ICSID (2024-2030). 
 

 

Conference Speakers  
Diego Agulló 

Dr. Diego Agulló is a Senior Research Scholar at Yale Law School and an 
Assistant Professor of Law at Universidad Pontificia Comillas. He holds a 
PhD in Law from Universidad Pontificia Comillas and received the Award 
from the Royal Academy of Doctors of Spain for the Best Doctoral Thesis 
in Law and the XXIV "José María Ramón de San Pedro" Award for the Best 
Doctoral Thesis defended at the Schools of Law and Business 
Administration at Universidad Pontificia Comillas. Assistant Professor 
Agulló has been a Max Planck Scholarship holder as a Predoctoral Guest 
at the Max Planck Institute Luxembourg for International, European and 

Regulatory Procedural Law; a Graduate Research Trainee at the Faculty of Law at McGill University 
in Montreal; a Postdoctoral Researcher at the Max Planck Institute for Comparative and 
International Private Law in Hamburg; and a Visiting Scholar at Columbia Law School in New York 
City. His research interests include International Procedural Law, Class Actions, Foreign Investment 
Law, and International Arbitration. Dr. Agulló is the Academic Sponsor of the Comillas Alumni 
International Arbitration Club and a member of the Spanish and Ibero-American Arbitration Club. He 
is also a Fellow of the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators and is admitted to practice law in Spain. 
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Yas Banifatemi 
Professor Yas Banifatemi is a founding partner of Gaillard Banifatemi 
Shelbaya Disputes and is widely recognized as one of the most prominent 
international arbitration and public international law specialists 
worldwide. Prior to founding Gaillard Banifatemi Shelbaya Disputes, she 
served as Shearman & Sterling’s Global International Arbitration Practice 
Group Leader and the head of the Public International Law practice. She 
advises and represents States, State-owned entities and companies on 
both public international law and international arbitration issues. She 
acts as counsel, arbitrator and expert in arbitrations conducted pursuant 

to all major arbitration rules. Professor Banifatemi is a former Vice-President of the ICC International 
Court of Arbitration as well as a former member of LCIA Court and the SIAC Court of Arbitration. She 
currently serves on the HKIAC Council and on the Advisory Board of KCAB. From 2021 to 2023, she 
was the President of the International Arbitration Institute (IAI), succeeding the late Emmanuel 
Gaillard in that capacity. In 2011, she co-founded the Arbitration Academy and served as its first co-
Secretary General from 2011 to 2013. Professor Banifatemi teaches at Harvard Law School and is an 
Adjunct Professor of law at Panthéon-Sorbonne University (Paris 1). In the Summer 2019, she gave a 
course at The Hague Academy of International Law on the powers of the arbitrator (publication 
forthcoming). She researches in the areas of public international law and international arbitration, 
and has authored numerous publications in, and regularly speaks about, both these fields. 
 

 
 

Chiann Bao 
Chiann Bao is a Chartered Arbitrator and CEDR-accredited mediator and 
practices exclusively as neutral. Qualified in New York, Hong Kong and 
England and Wales but having extensive experience handling civil law 
governed arbitrations as well, she specialises in complex disputes seated 
in Asia, Europe, MENA, and North America and has sat in almost 150 
arbitrations deciding claims totalling almost 50 billion USD in dispute as 
chair, co-arbitrator, sole arbitrator and emergency arbitrator. Prior to 
becoming a full-time independent arbitrator, Chiann worked in private 
practice in Hong Kong and New York where she focused on complex 

international arbitration and litigation, acting as counsel for corporates, state-owned enterprises and 
states in a range of disputes in various sectors. Chiann holds leadership positions worldwide and 
currently serves as a member of the Governing Board of the International Council for Commercial 
Arbitration (ICCA), the IBA Arbitration Committee’s task force revising the arbitrator ethics rules, and 
is a member of the Lusaka International Arbitration Center Court of Arbitration. In 2025, Chiann was 
appointed a judge of the Bahrain International Commercial Court. 
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Saadia Bhatty 
Saadia Bhatty is a Partner in Gide's Arbitration team in London. She 
specialises in international arbitration. Saadia has nearly 15 years' 
experience (including in Paris and New York) advising private and state 
entities in cross-border disputes, in particular in international arbitration 
proceedings (commercial and investment), governed by the rules of 
various institutions (including ICC, ICSID, LCIA, PCA, SCC, HKIAC, VIAC, 
CAS and OHADA rules), as well as in ad hoc arbitrations (UNCITRAL), 
subject to the laws of both civil and common law jurisdictions, 
particularly in the energy, oil and gas, and construction sectors, notably in 

Africa, the Middle East and Asia. Saadia also advises governments on the drafting/reform of their 
investment treaties and national legislation. Saadia sits as an arbitrator on several arbitration 
panels: the Energy Disputes Arbitration Center (EDAC), the Center for International Investment and 
Commercial Arbitration (CIICA), the Cairo Regional Centre for International Commercial Arbitration 
(CRCICA), the Organisation pour l'harmonisation en Afrique du droit des affaires (OHADA) and the 
Singapore International Arbitration Centre (SIAC). She is also a member of ICC UK's International 
Arbitration Committee. Saadia is a graduate of Harvard, Université Paris I Panthéon-Sorbonne and 
École Normale Supérieure. She was admitted to the New York Bar in 2010 and to the Paris Bar in 
2018.  
 

 
 

Fahira Brodlija  
Fahira Brodlija is the Rule of Law Advisor for a regional GIZ legal reform 
project focusing on the legal framework for investment protection and 
investor-state dispute settlement in the Western Balkans. Her work 
includes advisory support for the governments in the Western Balkans 
and abroad on the procedural and substantive provisions of (model) 
investment treatises, support in designing and developing dispute 
prevention and management mechanisms, and capacity development, 
including practical training and simulations. Fahira is an adjunct lecturer 
at the International University of Sarajevo, where she initiated the Annual 

IUS Summer School in international arbitration, taking place since 2021. She frequently writes and 
speaks on topics related to ISDS reform, investment law and international dispute resolution more 
broadly. Fahira is a tutor for the CiArb Diploma program, and appeared as guest lecturer at esteemed 
universities, such as Columbia University in New York, Bocconi University in Italy and College of 
Law, Chrisland University in Nigeria. She is also a lecturer for the Africa Arbitration Academy 
program. Fahira has authored over 50 articles, co-edited two Kluwer books on international 
commercial and investment arbitration, while contributing chapters to others. Fahira is a member of 
Association ARBITRI, and founder of the GEM diversity and mentorship program supporting young 
academics and practitioners in the field of international arbitration. 
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Paolo Busco 
Paolo Busco practices in the fields of public international law and 
international dispute settlement, with a specific interest in matters 
concerning the interaction between international law and diplomacy. 
Paolo has also been a legal advisor to senior Government officials, 
including Ministers of Foreign Affairs, Defense and Home Affairs in Italy 
and in the Middle East, working across the full spectrum of international 
law and relations. He has been involved as counsel in matters before the 
International Court of Justice, the International Tribunal for the Law of the 
Sea, the Court of Justice of the European Union, ICSID investment 

tribunals, Annex VII to UNCLOS arbitral tribunals, and several domestic courts. Paolo also has 
significant experience in inter-State negotiations and mediations, which he developed in various 
advisory capacities in the context of complex political and diplomatic disputes. Before qualifying as 
a barrister, Paolo practiced international law in several capacities. Among other things, he worked as 
a senior legal consultant to the Food and Agricultural Organization of the United Nations in Riyadh 
and, before that, as an Assistant Legal Counsel at the Permanent Court of Arbitration in The Hague. 
He trained as a lawyer at the Office of the Attorney General of Italy. He holds law degrees from Luiss 
University in Rome (LLB), the University of Cambridge (LLM) as well as the University of Paris 1 
Sorbonne and Scuola Superiore Sant’Anna in Pisa (PhD). In 2024, Paolo was made an Officer of the 
Order of Merit of the Italian Republic (OMRI). 
 

 
 

James Castello  
James Castello is an Independent Arbitrator at Arbitration Chambers, 
based in Paris and Washington, D.C. Following 37 years of practice, the 
last 15 years of which were spent as a founding partner of King & 
Spalding’s Paris office, James retired in late 2024 from work as arbitration 
counsel to serve full-time as arbitrator. During his many years of practice, 
James particularly focused on oil and gas disputes (both up- and down-
stream) as well as on large infrastructure and construction projects. 
James is currently deputy chair of the LCIA’s Board of Directors, having 
previously served on the LCIA Court (where he helped draft the 2014 

Arbitration Rules). For more than two decades, James has also been a U.S. delegate to UNCITRAL’s 
Arbitration Working Group II (commercial arbitration) and, since 2017, to Working Group III (ISDS 
reform). He has spoken and written extensively on arbitration topics, authoring Commentaries on 
the UNCITRAL Arbitration Rules that have been published by Oxford and Kluwer. He also serves as a 
vice-chair of the Institute for Transnational Arbitration (and as a founding member of its Rule of Law 
Task Force), and is the Co-Chair of CILS’ biennial Salzburg International Arbitration Symposium. 
After obtaining degrees from Yale and Berkeley, James began his legal career with clerkships at the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit, the U.S. Supreme Court, and at the Iran-U.S. 
Claims Tribunal in The Hague. Beginning in early 1995, James took six years off from private 
practice to serve in senior legal positions in the Clinton Administration, including as Deputy Counsel 
to the President (at the White House) and Associate Deputy Attorney General (at the Justice 
Department), where his portfolio included immigration, human rights, and hate crimes.   
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Cesare Cavallini  
Cesare Cavallini graduate in 1989 from Catholic University of Milan with 
J.D. degree. Since September 2022 he is Head of Department of Legal 
Studies "Angelo Sraffa" of Bocconi University. He has been Full Professor 
of Law Civil Procedure and Bankruptcy law since 2001. He is a member of 
the Board of Editors of Rivista di Diritto Processuale (Kluwer) and of Global 
Jurist, De Gruyter (Berlin). His research interests include Civil Procedure; 
International and Comparative Civil Procedure; European Civil Justice; 
Italian, European and Global Bankruptcy Law; Arbitration Law - Alternative 
Dispute Resolution - Transnational Dispute Resolution and Settlement.  

 

 
 

Diego P. Fernández Arroyo  
Diego P. Fernández Arroyo is a full professor at Sciences Po Law School 
in Paris. He teaches subjects related to international dispute resolution, 
arbitration, private and public international law, comparative law, and 
global governance, and he is the director of the Sciences Po LLM in 
Transnational Arbitration & Dispute Settlement. Professor Fernández 
Arroyo is the current President of the Curatorium of the Hague Academy 
of International Law, a member of the Institut de droit international, the 
current President of the International Academy of Arbitration Law, as well 
as former President of the American Association of Private International 

Law (ASADIP), and former Secretary-General of the International Academy of Comparative Law. He 
has been invited in a number of Universities of Europe, the Americas, Asia and Australia and he has 
been a Global Professor of New York University. He holds honorary professorships from the 
Universities of Córdoba and Buenos Aires and has been awarded Doctor honoris causa by the 
University of Athens. He has been a member of the Argentine Delegation before UNCITRAL (Working 
Groups on Arbitration and on ISDS Reform) since 2003. He is actively involved in the practice of 
international arbitration as an independent arbitrator. He has acted as Co-arbitrator, Chair, Sole 
Arbitrator, and Emergency Arbitrator in many arbitral proceedings, both ad hoc and institutional 
(ICC, ICSID, PCA, Milan Arbitration Chamber, Bogota Chamber of Commerce, Lima Chamber of 
Commerce, Brazilian Center of Mediation and Arbitration, Câmara do Mercado, etc.). He is a member 
of the ICSID panels of arbitrators and conciliators appointed by Argentina. Professor Fernández 
Arroyo has authored and/or edited 28 books and more than 200 articles in publications of more than 
20 countries. He is fluent in Spanish, French, English, Italian and Portuguese. 
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Ghazaleh Ilkhanizadeh 
Ghazaleh Ilkhanizadeh is a lawyer and arbitrator specializing in 
international arbitration, with a focus on energy and complex cross-
border disputes. Her work engages with issues of arbitral procedure, 
counsel conduct, and the institutional limits of arbitral authority. She is 
affiliated with Lupicinio International Law Firm and maintains an 
independent practice in Iran, working across jurisdictions and regulatory 
environments. 
 
 

 

 
 

Remzije Istrefi-Peci 
Prof. Dr. Remzije Istrefi is a Judge of the Constitutional Court of the 
Republic of Kosovo and an Associate Professor at Faculty of Law, 
University of Pristina. Her expertise lies in constitutionalism, 
peacebuilding, human rights and transitional justice in post-conflict 
settings. She holds a PhD in Political Science with a specialization in 
International Human Rights Law and International Organizations. She 
finished her studies in International Human Rights Law (L.L.M) at the 
University of Notre Dame, Indiana, USA, after receiving her B.A. at the 
Faculty of Law at the University of Prishtina. Prof. Dr. Istrefi worked as a 

Human Rights Advisor with the OSCE Mission in Kosovo for 10 years and has served as a consultant 
for different international and national institutions including UNDP, ECMI, KJI and KIPA. Recently 
she was awarded as the winner of the 2024 Prize for Defending Human Rights, an award to be 
presented at the 2025 Global Summit on Constitutionalism, at the University of Texas at Austin. 
 

 
 

Justice Hassan Bubacar Jallow 
Justice Hassan Bubacar Jallow, a Gambian, is the Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court of the Gambia and an Honorary Chair of the World Justice 
Project. Previously, he served as Prosecutor of the U.N. International 
Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda IUNICTR). He was first appointed to the post 
by the U.N. Security Council in 2003 and was extended subsequently to 
31st December 2014. Justice Jallow was also appointed by the U.N. 
Security Council on 1st March 2012 as the first Prosecutor of the 
International Residual Mechanism for Criminal Tribunals for a term of 
four years. He held both positions concurrently. Born in 1951, Justice 

Jallow began his legal career in 1976 as a State Attorney in The Gambia until his appointment as the 
Solicitor-General of The Gambia in 1982. He also served as a legal expert for the Organization of 
African Unity, and participated in drafting and concluding the African Charter on Human and 
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People's Rights, which was adopted in 1981as well as other African regional humanitarian 
instruments. From 1984 to 1994, he served as Gambia's Attorney-General and Minister of Justice. He 
subsequently worked as a Judge of the Supreme Court of The Gambia from 1998 - 2002. In 1998 
Justice Jallow was appointed by the United Nations Secretary-General to carry out a judicial 
evaluation of the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda and the International Criminal 
Tribunal for Yugoslavia. He has also served the Commonwealth in various respects including 
chairing the Governmental Working Group of Experts in Human Rights and as member of the 
Commonwealth Arbitral Tribunal. Prior to becoming the Prosecutor of the International Criminal 
Tribunal for Rwanda, he was a Judge of the Appeals Chamber of the Special Court for Sierra Leone on 
the appointment of the UN Secretary-General in 2002. Prosecutor Jallow studied law at the 
University of Dar es Salaam, Tanzania (1973), the Nigerian Law School (1976) and the University 
College, London (1978). He is bilingual in English and French and author of a number of publications, 
notably on issues relating international criminal law, public international law, human rights law as 
well as on international peace and justice. Justice Jallow is the recipient of the honor of Commander 
of the National Order of the Republic of The Gambia. 
 

 
 

Anna Joubin-Bret 
Ms. Anna Joubin-Bret is the Secretary of the United Nations Commission 
on International Trade Law (UNCITRAL) and the Director of the 
International Trade Law Division in the United Nations Office of Legal 
Affairs, which functions as the substantive secretariat for UNCITRAL. She 
is the ninth Secretary the Commission since it was established by the 
General Assembly in 1966. Prior to her appointment on 24 November 2017, 
Ms. Joubin-Bret practiced law in Paris, specializing in International 
Investment Law and Investment Dispute Resolution. She focused on 
serving as counsel, arbitrator, mediator and conciliator in international 

investment disputes. She served as arbitrator in several ICSID, UNCITRAL and ICC disputes. Prior to 
2011 and for 15 years, Ms. Joubin-Bret was the Senior Legal Adviser for the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD). She edited and authored seminal research and 
publications on international investment law, notably the Sequels to UNCTAD IIA Series and co-
edited with Jean Kalicki a book on Reform of Investor-State Dispute Settlement in 2015. Ms. Joubin-
Bret holds a post-graduate degree (DEA) in Private International Law from the University of Paris I, 
Panthéon-Sorbonne, a Master’s Degree in International Economic Law from University Paris I and in 
Political Science from Institut d'Etudes Politiques. She was Legal Counsel in the legal department of 
the Schneider Group, General Counsel of the KIS Group and Director-Export of Pomagalski S.A. She 
was appointed judge at the Commercial Court in Grenoble (France) and was elected Regional 
Counsellor of the Rhône-Alpes Region in 1998. 
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Ndaga Kamau 
Ndanga Kamau is an international arbitrator who sits as chair, sole 
arbitrator, and co-arbitrator in institutional and ad hoc proceedings. She 
has more than 15 years’ experience in disputes involving private entities, 
states, state entities, and international organisations across common law 
and civil law systems, spanning private and public international law and 
sectors including energy, oil & gas, mining, finance, technology, and 
construction. Prior to establishing her practice, she worked in the 
international arbitration groups of two international law firms and served 
as registrar of an international arbitral institution, and she has lived and 

worked in Cape Town, Geneva, Houston, London, Mauritius, Nairobi, Paris, and The Hague. Ndanga is 
a frequent speaker and author, with engagements across six continents, and holds leadership roles 
including membership of the ICCA Governing Board, honorary senior fellowship and trusteeship at 
the British Institute of International and Comparative Law (BIICL), and council membership of the 
ICC Institute of World Business Law, as well as roles on the editorial/advisory boards of the African 
Journal of International and Comparative Law and the University of Cape Town Arbitration and 
Dispute Resolution Unit, and the Executive Committee of the Foundation for International 
Arbitration Advocacy (FIAA). She served two terms as a Vice President of the ICC International Court 
of Arbitration (2018–2024), has contributed to initiatives including UNCITRAL WG III as an observer 
delegate for the African Association of International Law (2018–2024), and is listed on arbitrator 
panels of institutions in Africa, Asia, and Europe; she is available for appointment in contract and 
treaty disputes and works in English and French (with additional proficiency in Dutch, Kiswahili, 
and Kikuyu). 
 

 
 

Joachim Knoll 
Joachim Knoll is a partner with LALIVE in Geneva, with over 25 years of 
experience in both international commercial arbitration and investment 
treaty arbitration, He has acted as counsel and arbitrator in around 100 
international arbitral proceedings, ad hoc (including UNCITRAL) or 
administered (ICC, ICSID, LCIA, SCC, SIAC, Swiss Rules, DIS, DIAC, 
AAA/ICDR), governed by civil and common law. Joachim acts in disputes 
across a variety of sectors, with a particular focus on complex 
construction and engineering, mining, post M&A, and banking & finance 
disputes. He is a Member of ICSID’s Panel of Arbitrators, appointed by the 

Government of the Republic of Germany and a Head lecturer and member of the Academic Council 
of the Swiss Arbitration Academy. Admitted to the Paris bar, the New York State Bar, and the Geneva 
bar (foreign lawyer), Joachim has practiced in arbitration since 1999, first in France with Shearman & 
Sterling in Paris (1999-2006) and then in Switzerland. He studied law at the Universities of Hamburg 
and Cologne (Germany), and the University of Aix-en-Provence (France). He further holds LL.M. 
degrees from Boston University (2004) and King's College London (1999). 
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Celine Lange  
Celine Lange is a Research Fellow at the Centre for International Law 
(CIL) at the National University of Singapore, where she is leading the 
development of the International Dispute Resolution program. Celine 
graduated in 2019 with a LLM from the National University of Singapore, 
where she specialised in International Arbitration and Dispute Resolution. 
Celine also holds a Master’s Degree in Law from Strasbourg University, 
France, specialising in International Human Rights Law, and a Master’s 
Degree from the Paris Institute of Political Studies (IEP Paris). Prior to 
joining CIL, Celine worked in private practice, at the Arbitration Chambers 

Singapore, and previously at the European Court of Human Rights in Strasbourg. Celine has lived in 
New York as well, where she worked at Columbia University Law School to assist a Professor of 
Human and Constitutional Rights. 
 

 
 

Barry Leon 
The Honourable Barry Leon, a Canadian, is an arbitrator and mediator with 
33 Bedford Row Chambers (London), Arbitration Place (Canada), and 
Caribbean Arbitrators (British Virgin Islands (BVI)). He was Presiding Judge 
of the BVI Commercial Court, a leading international commercial court, 
from 2015 to 2018. Barry is a Fellow of the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators 
(FCIArb); an International Mediation Institute (IMI) Certified Mediator; and 
a Fellow of the International Academy of Trial Lawyers. He is a past Chair 
of the Arbitration Committee of ICC Canada, a Vice Chair of the Chartered 
Institute of Arbitrators’ Caribbean Branch; a director of the International 

Law Association’s Canada Branch; Co-chair of the Institute for Transnational Arbitration’s Caribbean 
Task Force; an Executive Editor of the Canadian Journal of Commercial Arbitration; and a moderator 
of the global international arbitration listserv, OGEMID; a member of the International Trust 
Arbitration Organisation’s Research Council; a member of the Organizing Executive Committee for 
Canadian Arbitration Week (CanArbWeek); Co-Chair of the 2024 Canadian Arbitration Report; a 
member of the North America Committee of the Campaign for Greener Arbitrations (CGA); and a 
member of the Arbitration Act Review Committee of the Toronto Commercial Arbitration Society. In 
2022, Barry was shortlisted by Global Arbitration Review (GAR) for its award for the ‘best prepared’ 
arbitrator, and previously he received the “Award for Outstanding Contribution to Diversity in ADR” 
from the CPR International Institute for Conflict Prevention & Resolution (CPR). 
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Michael Mclwrath  
Michael McIlwrath is chair of the ICC’s Governing Body for Dispute 
Resolution Services and is the founder and CEO of MDisputes, a company 
that provides in-house counsel support for disputes. He spent 22 years as 
in-house litigation counsel, most recently as vice president of litigation at 
Baker Hughes, and before that at GE Oil & Gas. Michael is an adjunct 
professor at Bocconi School of Law. He was the chair of the Global Pound 
Conference in 2016–2017 and a board member of the International 
Mediation Institute (IMI) from 2008 to 2020, as well as IMI’s president in 
2009–2010. In 2017, Arbitral Women recognised Michael as a ‘Champion 

of Change’ for promoting diversity in international arbitration. Michael is the co-author of two 
textbooks – Negotiating International Commercial Contracts: Practical Exercises (Eleven Publishing, 
2020) and International Mediation and Arbitration: A Practical Guide (Kluwer, 2010) – and numerous 
articles about international mediation and arbitration. 
 

 
 

João Ilhão Moreira 
Professor João Ilhão Moreira is an Associate Professor at the Faculty of 
Law, University of Macau, where he teaches Civil Procedure and 
Arbitration. His research and teaching focus on domestic and 
international dispute resolution, Macau civil and commercial law, and 
gaming law. Alongside his academic work, he has served as a legal expert 
in international and domestic proceedings and has acted as a consultant 
on legal projects. JoaHe holds a DPhil in Law (2020) and an MSt in Legal 
Research (2016) from the University of Oxford, as well as a Master in Law 
(2010) and an LLB (2008) from the University of Coimbra. Before joining the 

University of Macau in 2019, he worked as a lawyer at PLMJ, a Tier 1 law firm in Portugal, and was a 
part-time lecturer at the University of Coimbra and at the University of Oxford. He has also been a 
visiting scholar at several institutions, including the Lauterpacht Centre for International Law 
(University of Cambridge) and the Max Planck Institute for Comparative and International Private 
Law. He is the author of over 40 academic publications, including the books Dispute Resolution in 
Macau: Civil Procedure, Arbitration and Mediation (LexisNexis, 2025) and The Regulation of 
International Commercial Arbitration (Hart Publishing, 2024). His research has appeared in 
international peer-reviewed journals such as Law & Social Inquiry, Journal of Law and Society, the 
Journal of International Dispute Settlement, and Arbitration International, among others. 
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Lilit Nagapetyan  
Lilit Nagapetyan is a dual-qualified Solicitor Advocate at Norton Rose 
Fulbright LLP in London, where she represents clients in high-value, 
cross-border international arbitration and litigation across different 
sectors under all major institutional rules. Lilit has also previously 
practised as a chartered accountant with considerable experience in 
forensic quantum analysis in the context of commercial disputes in a 
variety of industries. In parallel, she pursues her PhD at the Queen Mary 
School of International Arbitration, sits on the Editorial Board of the 
Chartered Institute of Arbitrators' journal "Arbitration", and serves on the 

Executive Committee of the London Very Young Arbitration Practitioners. She was the winner of the 
inaugural Young-ICCA essay competition, the ICCA Johnny Veeder Fellowship, and various other 
awards for young practitioners in the arbitration field. 
 

 
 

Umberto Novara 
Umberto Novara is an Italian-qualified lawyer and Associate at Laborde 
Law in Paris, specialising in international arbitration and public 
international law. His experience includes proceedings under the ICC, 
UNCITRAL, and ICSID rules, acting for both States and private parties. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Maria Irene Perruccio 
Maria Irene Perruccio is a double qualified lawyer (in Milan and Paris), 
and currently works in-house serving as Head of the International Affairs 
of Europe and Americas of Webuild S.p.A. (former Salini Impregilo S.p.A.). 
She previously worked as Deputy Counsel of the Swiss-Italian Team of 
the Secretariat of the ICC International Court of Arbitration. Before that 
she was working in the International Arbitration department of 
White&Case LLP, in Paris, where she specialized in international 
arbitration and litigation in the areas of energy (mainly oil & gas) and 
construction. Maria lectured at Paris I University, Turin University, and 
LUISS University. She is a member of the ICC Commission on Arbitration 

and ADR, member of the In-House focus group of ICC YAF, member of the ASA Users Council. Marie 
is co-founder and vice-president of YPCP (Young Practitioners in Construction in Paris), and co-
founder and former co-chair of AIA-ArbIt-below40 (the Italian below-40 association for arbitration). 
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Krícia Pires Coelho  
Krícia Pires Coelho is a Brazilian-qualified lawyer specialized in 
international arbitration, with experience in both investor-State and 
international commercial disputes. She is currently a Lawyer at Wilmer 
Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr LLP, where she works on complex 
cross-border arbitration matters involving Latin American and European 
clients. Krícia holds an LL.M. in International Commercial Arbitration from 
Bucerius Law School, where she completed her thesis under the 
supervision of Prof. Dr. Stefan Kröll. Her professional experience spans law 
firms in Germany, the United Kingdom, Portugal, and Argentina, including 

acting for States and State-owned entities in investment arbitration. She is also a mentee at the 13th 
Cycle of the Young ICCA Mentoring Program. She has been recognised for her advocacy in 
international moot courts, including as Best Advocate in the final round of the 2020 FDI Moot and an 
Honorable Mention in the Martin Domke Award for Best Individual Speakers in the Willem C. Vis 
International Commercial Arbitration Moot. 
 

 
 

Nikolaus Pitkowitz 
Dr. Nikolaus Pitkowitz is founding partner of Pitkowitz & Partners and 
heads the firm’s Dispute Resolution practice. He is internationally 
recognized as a world-leading arbitration practitioner. Dr. Pitkowitz has 
acted as party counsel and arbitrator in over 140 international disputes 
with seats across Europe, the Americas, and Asia. His mandates include 
acting as counsel in the largest arbitration ever conducted in Austria, as 
well as leading and advising on some of the most significant arbitrations 
in the region and beyond. In addition to arbitration, Dr. Pitkowitz 
regularly represents parties in high-stakes, complex litigation, including 

proceedings of major public importance and cases before the European Court of Justice (ECJ). Dr. 
Pitkowitz served as president of the Vienna International Arbitral Centre (VIAC) and regularly sits as 
arbitrator under the rules of leading arbitration institutions. He is Court Member of CIMAC, 
Casablanca and Co-Chair of the ILA Committee on Conflict-of-Laws Issues in International 
Arbitration. Dr. Pitkowitz holds law degrees from University of Vienna (JD and PhD) and the 
University of Sankt Gallen (MBL). He holds the TechCred 2025 Credential Badge for advanced 
expertise in digital arbitration, is a Fellow of the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators (FCIArb), and 
certified as a mediator. A sought-after speaker and lecturer, Dr. Pitkowitz has authored more than 70 
publications, including the leading monograph Setting Aside Arbitral Awards and the Handbook on 
Third-Party Funding in International Arbitration (2nd ed., 2025). He is Co-Editor of the Austrian 
Yearbook on International Arbitration and initiator of the Arbitration World Café, a highlight of the 
Vienna Arbitration Days. 
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Michele Potestà  
 

Michele Potestà is a partner at Lévy Kaufmann-Kohler. He specializes in 
international commercial and investment arbitration, as well as public 
international law, acting as counsel, arbitrator and expert in complex 
investment and commercial matters. Michele has advised sovereign 
states on their investment treaty programs and currently acts as expert 
advisor to the Swiss Government in the inter-State negotiations on the 
reform of investor-state dispute settlement (“ISDS”) in UNCITRAL’s 
Working Group III. He is a member of the ICSID Panels of Arbitrators and 
Conciliators, and was appointed by the European Commission on the EU 

list of arbitrators and trade and sustainable development (TSD) experts in bilateral disputes under 
the EU’s trade agreements with third countries. He is also a member of the panels of arbitrators at 
VIAC, LCIA, SIAC, AIAC, KCAB International, and Delos. He is part of the faculty at the Geneva LLM in 
International Dispute Settlement (MIDS) and at the Graduate Institute of International and 
Development Studies, where he teaches international investment law, investment arbitration, and 
damages & compensation in international economic disputes. He has authored multiple publications 
on arbitration and public international law. Michele, an Italian and Swiss national, is qualified to 
practice law in Italy and is registered with the Geneva bar (foreign lawyers’ section). He holds a Ph.D., 
bachelor and master’s degree from the University of Milan. 
 

 
 

Giorgio Sacerdoti 
Giorgio Sacerdoti Law Graduate cum laude, University of Milan (1965). 
Master of Comparative Law, Columbia Law School, New York (1967), PhD 
(libero docente) 1971. Admitted to the Bar (Milan, 1969, and Supreme Court 
of Italy, 1978). Bocconi University emeritus professor since 2016. Formerly 
tenured professor of International Law and European Law (Jean Monnet 
Chair, 2004) at Bocconi University (1994-2013), specializing in 
international economic law (trade and investment), dispute settlement, 
arbitration. International fellow, Aspen Institute. Visiting professor at the 
Institut des Hautes Etudes Internationales, University of Paris, and in 
universities in various countries. Course holder at the Academy of 

International Law of The Hague (1994). Initiator of the Bocconi PhD program in International Law and 
Economics. Member of the Board of editors of the Italian Yearbook of International law, and of the 
Editorial Advisory Board of the Journal of World Investment & Trade. Vice-president of the OECD 
Working Group on Bribery in International Business Transactions (19952001). Member of the 
Appellate Body of the WTO 2001-2009 (Chairman 2006/2007). Arbitrator in international commercial, 
trade and investment disputes; member, ICSID (World Bank) Roster of arbitrators.  
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Victoria Sahani 
Victoria Shannon Sahani is a Professor of Law at Boston University 
School of Law and previously served as the Associate Provost for 
Community and Inclusion at Boston University from 2022-2025. Before 
joining BU, she served as Associate Dean of Faculty Development / 
Special Projects and Professor of Law at Arizona State University’s Sandra 
Day O’Connor College of Law. She also served as Director of the Faculty 
Inclusion Research for System Transformation (FIRST) Initiative at 
Arizona State University, a university-wide initiative commissioned by 
the ASU President’s Office. She started her teaching career and was 
promoted to Associate Professor of Law at Washington & Lee University 

School of Law. Professor Sahani is an internationally recognized legal scholar in the fields of 
arbitration law and third-party litigation funding law, as well as an award-winning teacher. She has 
18 years of experience in international arbitration and more than 16 years of expertise in third-party 
funding. She also serves as an independent arbitrator, consultant, and expert witness. She is a co-
author of the book Third-Party Funding in International Arbitration (Wolters Kluwer, 2d ed. 2017) 
(with Lisa Bench Nieuwveld) – the first book in the world to be published on this topic. She has 
published widely—book chapters with major presses (including Cambridge and Wolters Kluwer) and 
articles/essays in leading law reviews and international journals (including UCLA Law Review and 
AJIL Unbound). She serves on the SVAMC Board and the editorial board of Arbitration: The Journal 
of Arbitration, Mediation, and Dispute Management (CIArb/Wolters Kluwer), and has held senior 
leadership roles with ITA, AALS International Law, ASIL, ALI, and the American Bar Foundation. 
Before teaching law, Professor Sahani served as Deputy Director of Arbitration and Alternative 
Dispute Resolution (ADR) in North America for the International Chamber of Commerce’s (ICC) 
International Court of Arbitration and Deputy Director of the Arbitration and ADR Committee of the 
US Council for International Business (USCIB). Before joining the ICC and USCIB, she practiced law 
and worked on transactions related to affordable housing and community-based real estate 
development, as well as matters involving American Indian law and housing discrimination claims 
in New Orleans immediately after Hurricane Katrina. Professor Sahani received her law degree from 
Harvard Law School and her undergraduate degree in psychology from Harvard College. She 
remains an active member of the bar in New York and the District of Columbia. 
 

 
 

Monique Sasson 
Monique Sasson is an experienced international arbitrator with over 
thirty years of expertise in analysing and resolving complex cross-border 
disputes. She is dually qualified as an Italian avvocato, an English solicitor, 
and a New York attorney. Her distinguished academic background 
includes a Ph.D. in International Law from Cambridge University. Before 
establishing herself as an independent arbitrator, Monique practiced at 
major international law firms in London and Rome and served as a 
litigation lawyer at Morgan Stanley in New York. She is a founding partner 
of DeliSasson and was previously Of Counsel at Macchi di Cellere 
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Gangemi. Monique as arbitrator, has sat in numerous proceedings under ICC and other institutional 
rules. Her sectoral experience spans energy, construction, financial instruments, corporate and 
commercial disputes, and public international law. She has also served as an expert witness, notably 
in CEAC v. Montenegro (ICSID Case No. ARB/14/8), where she testified on international law before a 
prominent investment treaty tribunal. Monique has published extensively and is the author of 
Substantive Law in Investment Arbitration (Kluwer, 2017, 2nd edition). She is listed as an arbitrator 
with Arbitra and regularly appointed in high-stakes international matters. 
 

 
 

Daniel Schimmel 
Daniel Schimmel is the Chair of Foley Hoag’s International Commercial 
Arbitration Practice Group. He leads the International Litigation & 
Arbitration practice of the firm’s New York office. Daniel has served as 
Chair, Sole Arbitrator, Co-Arbitrator, Emergency Arbitrator, Appellate 
Arbitrator, and counsel in more than 100 international and domestic 
arbitrations. He has co-drafted awards that courts in the U.S., France, the 
High Court of Justice of England and Wales, and the Swiss Tribunal 
Federal have confirmed, or enforced. He is the Chair (elect) of the 
Chartered Institute of Arbitrators, NY Branch. 

 

 
 

Garth Schofield 
 

Garth Schofield is the Deputy Secretary-General of the Permanent Court 
of Arbitration (PCA). At the PCA, Mr. Schofield has administered 
numerous arbitrations and works closely with arbitral tribunals 
constituted in some of the PCA's largest and most complicated 
proceedings, including maritime boundary disputes under Annex VII of 
the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea, territorial disputes, disputes 
concerning riparian rights, disputes concerning the application of 
international environmental law, investment disputes under bilateral and 
multilateral investment treaties, and commercial disputes between 

private parties and States, State-owned entities, and inter-governmental organizations. In the 
majority of these cases, he acts as registrar or secretary to the tribunal. In recent matters, Mr. 
Schofield has assisted the arbitral tribunals constituted in the Bay of Bengal Maritime Boundary 
Arbitration (Bangladesh v. India); Indus Waters Kishenganga Arbitration (Pakistan v. India); Chagos 
Marine Protected Area Arbitration (Mauritius v. United Kingdom); ARA Libertad Arbitration 
(Argentina v. Ghana); Railway Land Arbitration (Malaysia/Singapore); Arbitration under the Timor 
Sea Treaty (Timor-Leste v. Australia); South China Sea Arbitration (Philippines v. China); Arbitration 
concerning Article 8(b) of the Timor Sea Treaty (Timor-Leste v. Australia); Duzgit Integrity 
Arbitration (Malta v. São Tomé and Príncipe), and the Timor Sea Conciliation (Timor-Leste v. 
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Australia), as well as dozens of investment and commercial disputes. In addition to his work with 
tribunals in PCA-administered arbitrations, Mr. Schofield assists the PCA Secretary-General in the 
designation of appointing authorities and the appointment of arbitrators under the UNCITRAL 
Arbitration Rules. He is a national of the United States and a graduate of Yale Law School and The 
Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy. He completed his undergraduate degree in political science 
at Williams College in Massachusetts and was a Fulbright Scholar at the Moscow State Institute for 
International Relations. He is admitted to practice in the state of New York. 
 

 
 

Patricia Shaughnessy  
Patricia Shaughnessy is a fully tenured associate professor at Stockholm 
University, Law Department where she has been teaching and 
researching procedural and commercial law, with a specialization in 
arbitration and dispute resolution, for approximately thirty years. Prior to 
her academic career, she was a practicing lawyer focused in civil 
litigation and commercial law for ten years in the United States. She 
consults as an expert, acts as an arbitrator, leads legal development 
projects, contributes to training programs, and frequently lectures at other 
universities.  

 

 
 

Justice Maria Filomena D. Singh 
Justice Maria Filomena D. Singh is an Associate Justice of the Supreme 
Court of the Philippines. She earned her Juris Doctor (Second Honors) 
from the Ateneo de Manila University School of Law and completed a 
Master of Laws in International Legal Studies at the Washington College 
of Law of American University in Washington, D.C. Joining the Judiciary 
in 2002 as Presiding Judge of the Metropolitan Trial Court of Quezon City 
(Branch 31), she later served as Executive Judge of MeTC–Quezon City, 
represented first-level courts on the Board of Trustees of the Philippine 
Judicial Academy, and was promoted in 2007 as Presiding Judge of the 

Regional Trial Court of Quezon City (Branch 85). A Hubert H. Humphrey Fellow on Court 
Management and Judicial Education (2009–2010), she also worked with the World Bank on judicial 
reform initiatives and became the first Philippine Judicial Fellow at the U.S. Federal Judicial Center. 
Internationally, she serves in leadership roles with the International Association of Women Judges 
(IAWJ), elected Regional Director for Asia Pacific in 2023, leading the 2024 regional conference in 
Cebu, and most recently elected President-Elect of the IAWJ during its 2025 Biennial Conference in 
Cape Town, reflecting her continuing commitment to judicial reform and the advancement of 
women’s rights. 
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Catharine Titi 
Catharine Titi, Dr iur., is a tenured Research Associate Professor at the 
French National Centre for Scientific Research (CNRS)–CERSA, University 
ParisPanthéon-Assas, France. She serves as Co-Chair of the Academic 
Forum on ISDS, whose work contributes to the discussions in Working 
Group III of the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law 
(UNCITRAL WG III). In addition to being a member of the Scientific 
Committee of the UNESCO Chair on Threats to Cultural Heritage and 
Cultural Heritage-related Activities, Titi sits on the Academic Council of 
the Institute for Transnational Arbitration (ITA) of the Center for 

American and International Law (CAIL), on the panel of arbitrators of the Court of Arbitration for Art 
(CAfA), and she is appointed to the roster of the United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement’s (USMCA) 
Annex 31-B panelists. She holds a PhD from the University of Siegen in Germany (Summa cum 
laude, Rolf H. Brunswig PhD Prize) and she has previously been a consultant at the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD). In 2016, Titi was awarded the prestigious Smit-
Lowenfeld Prize of the International Arbitration Club of New York for the best article published in the 
field of international arbitration. Titi’s working languages are English, French, Greek, and Spanish. 
Her latest monographs are The Function of Equity in International Law (Oxford University Press 
2021) and The Parthenon Marbles and International Law (Springer 2023). Her latest co-edited volume 
is The Award in International Investment-Arbitration (Oxford University Press 2024). For more 
information, https://catharinetiti.com. 
 

 

Organizing Committee  
Catherine Rogers 

Professor Catherine Rogers is a scholar of international arbitration and 
professional ethics at Bocconi University, with an appointment as a 
Research Professor at University of California Law, San Francisco. Her 
scholarship focuses on the convergence of the public and private in 
international adjudication, the intersection of markets and regulation in 
guiding professional conduct, and on the reconceptualization of the 
attorney as a global actor. Prior to Bocconi, Professor Rogers taught at 
many universities around the world, including as Professor of Ethics, 
Regulation, and the Rule of Law at Queen Mary, University of London, at 

Pennsylvania State University, and at the Masters International Dispute Settlement (MIDs) Program 
in Geneva. Professor Rogers was a Reporter for the American Law Institute’s Restatement of the U.S. 
Law of International Commercial and Investor-State Arbitration. Among other appointments, she 
sits on the International Advisory Board of the Vienna International Arbitration Centre and the 
Oxford University Press Investment Claims Advisory Board. She co-chaired the ICCA-Queen Mary 
Task Force on Third-Party Funding in International Arbitration, and regularly engages in capacity-
building activities to promote international dispute resolution and the rule of law in developing and 
emerging economies.  

https://catharinetiti.com/
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Chiara Giorgetti 
Professor of International Law with nearly 30 years of experience in 
international dispute resolution. Chiara Giorgetti has acted as counsel, 
adjudicator and expert in numerous international arbitrations, including 
investment arbitrations and several inter-state proceedings, such as at 
the International Court of Justice, ICSID, the Eritrea-Ethiopia Boundary 
Commission, the Eritrea-Ethiopia Claims Commissions and the UN 
Compensation Commission. She currently serves as the Vice-Chair of the 
Board of the Register of Damage for Ukraine and sits as ICSID 
Arbitrator/ad hoc Committee member. She was also a member of the Ad 

HocConciliation Commission in Qatar v. United Arab Emirates, established under the UN CERD 
Committee. Previously, she spent nearly a decade practicing in leading international arbitration 
groups at Lalive in Geneva and White & Case in Washington DC. She is designated to the ICSID 
Panels of Arbitrators and Conciliators. She holds a JSD (Doctorate in Law) and LLM in International 
Law from Yale Law School, a Laurea in Law from Bologna University and a MSc from the London 
School of Economics. She is the co-host of International Law Chats, a podcast of the American 
Branch of International Law Association. 
 

 
 

Anna Biasiolo  
Anna Biasiolo is a Managing Associate in BonelliErede’s International 
Arbitration Focus Team, based in Milan. She advises and represents 
clients in international arbitration and related litigation, with a particular 
focus on disputes arising from infrastructure and commercial contracts 
and in the energy, mining, and oil & gas sectors. She joined the firm in 
2012 and has worked in Italy and Brussels, including at Hanotiau & Van 
den Berg, and completed an in-house secondment at Procter & Gamble in 
Geneva. Admitted to the Italian Bar, she holds an LL.M. in International 
Dispute Settlement (Graduate Institute of Geneva)  

 
 

Anna Chiara Amato 
Anna Chiara Amato is an international arbitration lawyer and legal 
researcher with experience in both investor-State and commercial 
arbitration as well as public international law. She currently serves as 
Assistant Legal Counsel at the Permanent Court of Arbitration, supporting 
complex proceedings in English and Spanish, and has previously worked 
with the international dispute resolution team at Cleary Gottlieb Steen & 
Hamilton LLP. She is pursuing a Ph.D. in Legal Studies at Bocconi 
University, holds an LL.M. in International Law and Justice from 
Fordham University, and was a Visiting Scholar at Columbia Law School. 

Admitted to the bars of Rome and New York, she works in Italian, English, and Spanish. 
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Lyra Çela  
Lyra Çela is a PhD student at Bocconi University. Her work sits at the 
intersection of International Economic Law and dispute resolution, with 
her dissertation examining current reforms of investor–State dispute 
settlement (ISDS). She holds an Advanced LL.M. from Leiden University 
and a BA (highest honors) from the University of Prishtina. Lyra has been 
a visiting scholar at Columbia Law School and a visiting fellow at the 
Norwegian Centre for Human Rights, University of Oslo, and she 
completed a traineeship at the European Court of Human Rights. She 
brings substantial institutional experience from Kosovo’s rule-of-law 

sector, having served as Chief of Staff and Senior Legal Advisor to the Chief Justice of the 
Constitutional Court of the Republic of Kosovo, Acting Head of Division at the Ministry of Justice’s 
Department for International Legal Cooperation, and Deputy Chairperson of Kosovo’s Agency for 
Free Legal Aid. 
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