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THURSDAY, 21 MAY 2026  

 

9:30 - 10:00 am REGISTRATION AND BREAKFAST 

 

10:00 - 10:15 am UNIVERSITY & DEPARTMENT WELCOMES 

 CESARE CAVALLINI Bocconi University 

 

OPENING & INTRODUCTION TO KEYNOTE 

CATHERINE ROGERS Bocconi University 

 

10:15 - 10:45 am KEYNOTE ADDRESS:  

 

“PROUD, HUMBLED AND HONOURED”: THE RISE OF SELF-

PROMOTION AND THE FALL OF ETHICS 

TOBY LANDAU KC Duxton Hill Chambers (Singapore & London) | 

Temple Chambers (Hong Kong) 

 

10:45 - 12:30 pm OPENING ROUNDTABLE: ETHICAL SELF-REGULATION IN  

INTERNATIONAL ARBITRATION 

As the “invisible college” of early arbitration pioneers gives way to a 

fragmented global marketplace, the community faces a critical choice 

between developing its own robust regulatory mechanisms or ceding 

control to ill-equipped national authorities. This discussion examines 

how transforming informal professional norms into explicit, 

endogenous rules can resolve the current “ethical no-man's land” and 

safeguard the system's legitimacy against external intervention. By 

treating self-regulation not as a static ideal but as a dynamic necessity, 

participants will explore practical frameworks for enforcing conduct 

standards that transcend conflicting national legal cultures. 

 

MODERATORS MONIQUE SASSON DeliSasson 

GIORGIO SACERDOTI Bocconi University 

 

PANELISTS   CHIANN BAO ArbBoutique  

DANIEL SCHIMMEL FoleyHoag 

DIEGO FERNÁNDEZ ARROYO Sciences Po Law School 

JOÃO ILHÃO MOREIRA University of Macao 

NDANGA KAMAU Ndaga Kamau Law 

 

12:30 - 2:00 pm LUNCH 

 

2:00 - 2:15 pm PANEL PROLOGUE: COUNSEL ETHICS RULES AND REGULATION 

CATHERINE ROGERS Bocconi University 

  



ETHICS IN INTERNATIONAL ARBITRATION|21-22 MAY 2026|BOCCONI UNIVERSITY, MILANO 

 
 

2 

 

2:15 - 3:45 pm COUNSEL ETHICS RULES AND REGULATION  

International arbitration has made significant strides in replacing vague 

cultural assumptions about counsel conduct with meaningful 

international standards. However, critical ambiguities persist where 

forceful advocacy intersects with procedural fairness and where 

divergent national traditions still clash over issues like witness 

preparation and disclosure. This session moves beyond foundational 

debates to tackle nuanced questions regarding the shared 

enforcement authority among arbitral institutions, tribunals, and 

national bar associations. 
 

MODERATORS YAS BANIFATEMI GBS Disputes 

ANNA BIASIOLO Bonelli Erede 
 

PANELISTS JOACHIM KNOLL Lalive 

MARIA IRENE PERRUCCIO WeBuild  

MICHELE POTESTÀ Lévy Kaufmann-Kohler 

PATRICIA SHAUGHNESSY Stockholm University 
 

3:45 - 4:00 pm COFFEE BREAK 
 

4:00 - 6:00 pm A MOCK SUPREME COURT APPEAL 

This simulated appellate hearing brings ethical regulation out of the 

abstract and into the life of a case by asking what should happen when 

alleged misconduct is said to taint the award itself. The exercise tests 

the proper relationship between arbitral self-regulation and judicial 

review, especially when courts are asked to intervene after ethics 

failures in the underlying proceedings. Framed as live appellate 

argument, the session sharpens questions about integrity, finality, and 

institutional competence. 
 

INTRODUCTION  ANNA CHIARA AMATO Bocconi University 

AND OVERVIEW  LYRA ÇELA Bocconi University 
 

MOCK SUPREME HASSAN JALLOW Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Gambia 

COURT BARRY LEON FCIArb, Independent Arbitrator, 33 Bedford Row 

Chambers & Arbitration Place (former Presiding Judge, BVI Commercial 

Court (2015-2018)) 

REMZIJE ISTREFI-PECI Judge of the Constitutional Court of the Republic 

of Kosovo 
 

COUNSEL FOR LILIT NAGAPETYAN Norton Rose Fulbright LLP 

APPELLANT  UMBERTO NOVARA Laborde Law  
 

COUNSEL FOR  GHAZALEH ILKHANIZADEH Lupicinio International Law Firm 

RESPONDENT  KRICIA PIRES COELHO WilmerHale 
 

6:00 - 9:00 pm APERITIVO: TOUR D’ITALIA 

GUD Patio (Bocconi University, Via Röntgen 1)  
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FRIDAY, 22 MAY 2026 
 

10:00 - 10:30 am A KEYNOTE CONVERSATION  

This conversation draws on the experience of the immediate past 

President of CIArb and promient arbitrator to explore how 

international arbitrators are developing a shared professional identity 

capable of addressing increasingly complex ethical challenges. The 

focus is on legitimacy grounded not in inherited prestige or informal 

understandings, but in transparent and consistently applied 

professional standards. 
 

MOHAMED S. ABDEL WAHAB Immediate Past President, CIArb & 

Arbitrator 
 

MODERATOR CATHERINE ROGERS Bocconi University 
 

10:30 - 10:45 am PRESIDENTIAL REFLECTIONS: ARBITRATOR ACcOUNTABILITY 

CESAR PEREIRA Current President, CIArb & Arbitrator 

Cesar Pereira takes up institutional dimensions  about how arbitraotrs 

can be held accountable. Drawing on CIArb’s experience, he examines 

how a multi-tiered disciplinary mechanism facilitates how investigation, 

review, and sanction can be structured to promote accountability while 

preserving fairness and guarding against opportunistic or reputationally 

damaging complaints.  
 

10:45 - 11:00 am COFFEE BREAK 
 

11:00 - 12:45 pm PANEL DISCUSSION: ARBITRATORS’ ETHICS RULES & REGULATION  

Arbitrator regulation has developed further than most other areas of 

international arbitration, but persistent ambiguities about impartiality, 

issue conflicts, and the role of party-appointed arbitrators continue to 

test confidence in the process. Those concerns are sharpened by the 

tension between the asymmtries in the appointments market, a 

proliferation of sources that define arbitrators’ duties, and expanding 

aribtrators powers to adjudicate issues implicating public interests and 

policies. The discussion will focus on the arbitrator’s role in 

implementing and complying recent reforms to uphold the legitimacy 

of international arbitration.  
 

MODERATOR  CHIARA GIORGETTI University of Richmond School of Law 
 

PANELISTS ANNA JOUBIN-BRET UNCITRAL 

GARTH SCHOFIELD Permanent Court of Arbitration  

JAMES CASTELLO Arbitration Chambers 

PAOLO BUSCO Twenty Essex Court 

SAADIA BHATTY Gide  
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12:45 - 1:00 pm REPORT ON ISDS WORKSHOP WITH STATE REPRESENTATIVES  

FAHIRA BRODLIJA International University of Sarajevo & GIZ 

JADRANKA OSREČAK State Attorney’s Office of the Republic of Croatia 

& Faculty of Law, University of Zagreb 

 

1:00 - 2:30 pm LUNCH  

 

2:30 - 4:00 pm EMERGING ETHICS: EXPERT WITNESSES, TRIBUNAL SECRETARIES, 

 FUNDERS, AND INSTITUTIONAL ACTORS  

The rapid expansion of international arbitration has introduced new 

actors—such as third-party funders and tribunal secretaries—who 

operate in largely uncharted ethical territory yet wield significant 

influence over case outcomes. Extending the logic of self-regulation 

beyond counsel and arbitrators, this session tackles the unique 

conflicts of interest and transparency deficits inherent in these 

emerging roles. This panel will examine how ethical rules and 

regulation of these newer actors fit within a comprehensive and 

cohesive ethical framework, preventing regulatory blind spots from 

becoming systemic vulnerabilities. 

 

MODERATOR   CELINE LANGE National University of Singapore 

 

PANELISTS CATHARINE TITI French National Centre for Scientific Research (CNRS) 

DIEGO AGULLÓ Universidad Pontifica Comillas / Yale Law School 

MICHAEL MCILWRATH MDisputes 

NIKOLAUS PITKOWITZ Pitkowitz & Partners 

VICTORIA SAHANI Boston University School of Law 

 

4:00 - 4:15 pm CONFERENCE SYNTHESIS AND CLOSING REFLECTIONS 

 BARRY LEON FCIArb, Independent Arbitrator,  

33 Bedford Row Chambers & Arbitration Place 

 

4:15 - 4:30 pm FAREWELL 

CATHERINE ROGERS and the Organizing Committee 


