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Welcome Address
Damiano Canale Bocconi University

The Absolute and the Relative Dimension of
Constitutional Rights
Robert Alexy Christian-Albrechts-Universität 
zu Kiel

Rights As Principles in Hierarchy: Two
questions for Robert Alexy
Alec Stone Sweet Yale Law School

Coffee Break

Proportionality and the Limits of Optimization
George Pavlakos University of Glasgow 

9:00am

11:00am

11:30am

1:45pm

Argumentative Patterns in the Justification of
Judicial Decisions: A translation of Robert
Alexy’s concept of weighing and balancing in
terms of a general argumentative pattern of
legal justification
Eveline Feteris University of Amsterdam

Applying Constitutional Principles
Riccardo Guastini Università degli Studi 
di Genova

Coffee Break

Constitutional Rights and Fidelity to Law
Nigel Simmonds University of Cambridge 

Conclusion
Robert Alexy Christian-Albrechts-Universität 
zu Kiel

Lunch

3:00pm

5:00pm

5:30pm

19 November 20 November 
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