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BOCCONI CONVERSATIONS IN INTERNATIONAL LAW

THE ARTICULATION AND ENFORCEMENT OF
OBLIGATIONS ERGA OMNES: RECENT DEVELOPMENTS

As seen in the ongoing cases of The Gambia v. Myanmar, Canada and The Netherlands v. Syria and South Africa v. Israel, the
characterisation of certain international obligations as obligations erga omnes or more precisely, in the context of multilateral
treaty obligations, erga omnes partes has in recent years supported the enforcement of these obligations through
the institution of contentious proceedings before the International Court of Justice by states other than injured states. Not
only has this thrown up new procedural challenges for the Court. It has also raised the question of how obligations erga
omnes are to be identified.

The event will focus on recent developments in the articulation and enforcement of obligations erga omnes
under international law.
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